	
	



Refugee rights organisations voiced apprehension over the new family reunification rules zzzzzz
Organisations supporting refugees and people seeking protection have strongly criticised new family reunification rules.In addition to being forced to the two-year waiting time before refugees can apply for family reunification, the new rules require that refugees have not received certain social welfare supports including carer’s allowance, one-parent family allowance, and disability allowance during that period. Those who have received any housing supports, including Housing Assistance Payment (HAP), are also prevented from applying for family reunification. NGOs voiced concerns also on the income thresholds applicants must also meet before they can be reunited with their families. These same rules apply to unaccompanied children seeking to reunite with their parents, unless the Minister decides to waive the requirements.
Source(s)
· Irish Refugee Council (19 June, 2026), [Refugee rights organisations say Minister O’Callaghan and Brophy’s new family reunification rules will break families apart],https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/media-centre/press-releases/refugee-rights-organisations-say-minister-ocallaghan-and-brophys-new-family-reunification-rules-will-break-families-apart/
Related development(s)
Government announces amendments to policy on family reunification
Date of development
19.06.2026
Country
Ireland
Thematic area(s)
Forms of protection, Family reunification, Pact on Migration and Asylum
Development type
Policy

Document generated on 17-07-2026
	For more information, please contact us at: ids@euaa.europa.eu
	


header1_image1.png
reuaa

EUROPEAN UNION
AGENCY FOR ASYLUM




header1_image2.jpg
. Database on International
Protection in Europe




