
Federal Council decides to seek additional
funding for Schengen border protection 

The Swiss Federal Council decided that Switzerland will participate in the
European Commission’s additional financing of the Instrument for Financial
Support for Border Management and Visa Policy (IGFV). The Federal Department
of Justice and Police (FDJP) has been instructed to prepare a message to
Parliament to approve the increased contribution. 

The IGFV supports Schengen states in improving visa policy and implementing
integrated European border management, funding infrastructure, equipment, IT
systems, and measures related to migration and security challenges. In May
2025, the European Commission increased the IGFV budget by EUR 1 billion. 

This results in a proportional increase in Switzerland’s contribution, estimated at
around CHF 15 million up to 2027. Switzerland will also benefit from this
additional funding: based on submitted projects, it may receive nearly EUR 22
million in extra support for 2026–2027, in addition to the EUR 55 million already
allocated under the IGFV. Part of the new funds will be directed toward measures
in the field of asylum. As an associated Schengen state, Switzerland is required to
adopt all developments of the Schengen acquis. The additional Swiss contribution
still needs parliamentary approval, and the FDJP must submit the formal proposal
by June 2026.
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