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Parliamentary debate on suspending family
reunification for beneficiaries of subsidiary
protection

The new Federal Minister of the Interior Alexander Dobrindt explained the
government's strategy for limiting illegal migration during the parliamentary
debate on the suspension of family reunification for persons entitled to subsidiary
protection in the Bundestag on 6 June 2025.

The Federal Government is relying on a two-pillar strategy: the first pillar at
European level with the implementation of the CEAS and the second pillar
consisting of national measures including border controls, simplified definition of
safe countries of origin, and suspension of family reunification, amongst other
measures. Minister Alexander Dobrindt spoke of "necessary national measures"
because Germany has now reached the limit of its integration capacity.

On Friday, 6 June 2025, the Bundestag discussed the planned suspension of
family reunification for persons entitled to subsidiary protection based on the
draft reports from the parliamentary groups CDU/CSU and SPD and a motion from
the parliamentary group Die Linke entitled "Facilitating family reunification with
persons in need of protection instead of suspending it" (21/349).

Both bills were subsequently referred to the parliamentary committees for further
discussion with the Committee on Internal Affairs being in charge. According to
the coalition draft, family reunification is to be suspended for two years in order
to ease the burden on Germany's reception and integration systems. At the same
time, family reunification should continue to be possible in cases of hardship.
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