
Constitutional Council rules on law to facilitate continued detention
for serious offences zzzzzz

The French Constitutional Council ruled on the law aimed at facilitating the continued detention of
people convicted of particularly serious offences and presenting a high risk of recidivism (Decision No
2025-895 DC of 7 August 2025). The law facilitates the taking of fingerprints and photographs of
foreign nationals in detention and provides clarification on procedures (extensions of detention,
content of reports, etc.). It also opens up the possibility of placing asylum seekers in detention.

The Constitutional Council censured certain provisions allowing, in certain defined cases related to
the serious risk of public danger posed by the individual, the extension of the detention period. It
declared unconstitutional the provision that similarly expanded the prefect's ability to lodge an
appeal suspending a decision to end detention.

In a communication, the Minister of the Interior expressed his concern about some of the decisions.

The law was enacted on 11 August 2025. It was published in the Official Journal on 12 August 2025.
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