
The German Bundesrat approved on 11 July 2025 the law previously adopted by the Bundestag
suspending family reunification for beneficiaries of subsidiary protection for a period of two years . A
request to refer the matter to the Conciliation Committee did not reach a majority. 

The quota for family reunification presented municipalities with major challenges in 2023 and 2024,
in addition to the high number of other applicants for protection and family reunification cases,
according to the explanatory memorandum to the law. Protection seekers often travelled alone, and
family members later applied for family reunification. Municipalities then had to organise housing for
families. Against this background, federal states and municipalities have increasingly warned against
the threat of homelessness of those seeking protection.
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