
FIS informs of backlog in processing family reunification requests
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The Finish Immigration Service announced that there is a backlog in processing family reunification
requests, specifically more than 15,000 applications are awaiting a decision. More resources were
allocated to process the files. 

The reasons for the backlog are: high number of applications, nearly 50,000 applications on the basis
of family ties were submitted in 2024, which is almost 10,000 more than in 2023. the processing will
be prolonged if the applicant does not have a valid passport issued by their country of nationality. 

However, the FIS informed that 65% of the applications on the basis of family ties submitted in 2024
have been resolved in less than three months. We also strive to process matters concerning minors
as a matter of urgency. 

More than 46,000 decisions were made in 2024, which is more than 6,000 more than in 2023. 

In 2024, approximately 91% of the first permits and 97% of the extended permits received positive
decisions.
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