
New decree on irregular migration expanding use of Albanian
detention centres zzzzzz

The Council of Ministers has approved a new decree law 37 of 28 March 2025 "Urgent Measures to
Combat Irregular Migration" which includes provisions for transferring migrants under expulsion
orders to Albania's Gjader Return Center (CPR). This move aims to enhance the repatriation process,
using facilities built under the 2023 Italy-Albania protocol. The decree expands the scope of transfers,
allowing not only those found at sea or through search and rescue operations but also individuals
already detained in Italian CPRs.

 It grants the Central Immigration and Border Police Directorate the authority to assign detainees to
the nearest CPR or transfer them to facilities in Albania. The annual report on "Safe Countries of
Origin" confirms the list of nations provided in decree law 158/2024 as safe countries under EU law.
The report provides updated country information based on criteria outlined by the EU and other
international organisations.
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