
Three Afghan nationals lodge complaint with the
ECtHR about their detention and expulsion from
Croatia in 2020 

On 14 October 2026, three Afghan nationals lodged an application with the
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) concerning their detention, reported ill
treatment and subsequent expulsion from Croatia to Bosnia and Herzegovina in
late 2020. In December 2020, the Croatian civil society organisation Centre for
Peace Studies (Centar za mirovne studije) filed a criminal complaint on their
behalf. In April 2023, the applicants lodged a complaint with the Croatian
Constitutional Court concerning the lack of an effective investigation; this
complaint reportedly remains pending.

The three Afghan nationals subsequently applied for international protection in
Germany, where they were granted protection against refoulement. They are
supported in their application by the CSO Centre for Peace Studies, PRO ASYL,
the Dutch Council for Refugees and the European Center for Constitutional and
Human Rights.

Source(s)

Centre for Peace Studies | Centar za Mirovne Studije (14 October, 2026),
Žrtve nasilnog pushbacka nakon šest godina bez učinkovite istrage u
Hrvatskoj traže pravdu pred Europskim sudom za ljudska prava [Victims of a
Violent Pushback Seek Justice Before the European Court of Human Rights
After Six Years Without an Effective Investigation in Croatia],
https://www.cms.hr/en/victims-of-a-violent-pushback-seek-justice-before-
the-european-court-of-human-rights-after-six-years-without-an-effective-
investigation-in-croatia/
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