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The State Agency for Refugees under the Council of Ministries discussed with
representatives of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) about their
partnership in the management of safe zones for unaccompanied refugee
children. While the Ministry of the Interior is the managing authority for projects
funded under the AMIF programme, SAR representatives discussed the possibility
of taking over the management of the safe zones located in the in the
registration and reception centers in "Ovcha Kupel”, "Voenna Rampa", and
Harmanli. This is also because AMIF funding can be provided for the maintenance
and operation of all three safe zones.

SAR’s chairman Ivan Ivanov emphasised that IOM remains an extremely
important partner with whom they will continue to cooperate for the safe zones.
Thus, SAR and IOM will continue discussions on joint changes for the way these
safe zones are functioning, and these changes will be duly reflected in the
projects implemented with EU funding.

Source(s)

e State Agency for Refugees at the Council of Ministers | Abp>xaBHaTa
areHums 3a 6exxaHuuTe npn MuHnctepcknsa coveeT (19 August, 2026),
MapTHLOPCTBOTO NPW YNPaBAEHNETO HAa CUTYPHUTE 30HU 3a HEMPUAPYXKEHN
neua 6exaHun 6e obcbaeHo No BpeMe Ha cpewa B AB [Partnership in the
management of safe zones for unaccompanied refugee children was
discussed during a meeting at the SAR],
https://aref.government.bg/en/node/1297

Date of development

19.08.2026

Country

Bulgaria

Thematic area(s)

Reception, Accommodation, Applicants with special needs, Unaccompanied
minors

Development type

Institutional

© European Union Agency for Asylum, 2026. Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged.
Document generated on 14-09-2026
For more information, please contact: ias@euaa.europa.eu 1



https://aref.government.bg/en/node/1297
mailto:ias@euaa.europa.eu

