
The government approves amendments to the law to implement
the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum zzzzzz

The Lithuanian Government has approved a package of legislative amendments aimed at
implementing the European Union Pact on Migration and Asylum, with the objective of
strengthening migration management, asylum procedures, border controls, and solidarity
mechanisms within the EU framework.

The amendments, proposed by the Ministry of the Interior, seek to enhance preparedness for
potential increases in migration flows, support EU Member States facing migration pressures,
accelerate asylum and return procedures, and ensure appropriate reception conditions for applicants
for international protection.

Under the proposed framework, all third-country nationals who do not meet the conditions for entry
into the European Union will undergo screening procedures, including identity verification, health
assessments, registration, and security checks. Applicants for international protection originating
from countries considered safe, as well as those deemed to have provided misleading information or
to pose a security risk, will be subject to mandatory border procedures. Individuals found not to
qualify for international protection will be returned through accelerated procedures, while a
monitoring mechanism will oversee the implementation of border processes.

The legislative package also establishes the national framework for participation in the EU solidarity
mechanism. Decisions regarding the number and categories of individuals to be relocated to
Lithuania will be taken by the Government, while individual relocation decisions will be made by the
Migration Department.

In situations of migration crisis, the amendments provide for greater procedural flexibility, including
extended deadlines, adjustments to border procedures, and exemptions from certain obligations
relating to the transfer of asylum applicants between EU Member States.

The reform package includes 15 accompanying legislative amendments addressing the rights of
beneficiaries of international protection and their family members, particularly in the areas of social
security, healthcare, and recognition of qualifications. Additional provisions expand access to
healthcare services for minor applicants for international protection.

Lithuania has also confirmed its contribution to the EU solidarity mechanism through a mixed model,
combining both relocations and financial contributions. Under the approach adopted in December
2025, half of Lithuania’s solidarity commitment will be met through the relocation of eligible
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individuals, while the remaining 50 per cent will be fulfilled through financial support.

To support implementation of the Pact, Lithuania has allocated €70 million from EU funding
programmes for the period 2025–2027 to strengthen migration and asylum management capacities.
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