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SEM temporarily closes six federal asylum
centres

SEM announced the temporary closure of six federal asylum centres due to a
lower number of asylum applications in recent months. The closures, which affect
centres in Thonex, Niederscherli, Aesch, Arlesheim, Sulgen and Chiasso, will
reduce overall capacity by about 700 places.

During this period, minor maintenance work will be carried out.

Asylum requests in the first 4 months of 2026 were nearly 20% lower than during
the same period in 2025, prompting the move to cut excess capacity and costs.

Switzerland currently operates 30 centres with around 7,000 places. SEM also
continues to ease pressure on cantons by keeping certain Ukrainian applicants
longer in federal facilities. If asylum applications rise again, especially in the
summer, the closed centres can quickly reopen. SEM still forecasts about 25,000
asylum applications in total for 2026.
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