
SEM resumes decisions on asylum applications by
Syrian nationals  

The State Secretariat for Migration (SEM) will resume processing asylum
applications by Syrian nationals as of 1 May 2026, following a reassessment of
the situation after the fall of the Assad government. While each case will be
examined individually, SEM considers that returns may be possible to certain
regions under specific conditions, although many applicants are still unlikely to
meet the criteria due to ongoing instability. 

At the same time, Switzerland is expanding voluntary return support programmes
and offering financial assistance to those wishing to return.
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