
The ministers of the EU and Schengen countries
have agreed on a new set of rules for return 

EU and Schengen ministers have agreed on new rules for returning people
without legal residence, aiming to make returns faster and more efficient. The
regulations introduce clearer detention rules, stricter requirements for non-
cooperating third-country nationals, and the possibility of establishing return
centres in third countries. Returns will now apply not only to individual countries
but to the entire Schengen/EU area.

Norway actively participated in the negotiations to ensure national flexibility,
such as the 48-hour procedure and to maintain effective cooperation in European
return systems. The agreement prioritises efficient return processes while
balancing national discretion. The final regulations still require parliamentary
approval.
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