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Minister responsible for migration and asylum
attends Council meeting in Luxembourg

The Minister for Home Affairs, Security and Employment, Byron Camilleri,
attended the Home Affairs Council meeting in Luxembourg. The meeting focused
on security, returns, Schengen-related matters and the current situation in Libya.

In his interventions, the Minister reiterated the importance of having resilient
external borders and returns to deter irregular arrivals, decreasing the risk of loss
of life at sea and dismantling smuggling networks. He emphasised the
importance of Frontex support in managing external borders and expressed
support for expanding its mandate to allow it to carry out returns directly from
third countries.

The Minister also reiterated Malta’s success in managing an effective and well-
functioning return system which has led to a 93% decrease in irregular arrivals in
2024 compared to previous years. He encouraged the further use of EU tools to
encourage third country cooperation and highlighted the importance of
supporting Libya and the Libyan authorities to ensure that instability does not
give rise to further increases in irregular departures to the EU.

Source(s)

e Ministry for Home Affairs, Security and Employment (17 June, 2025), [
PRESS RELEASE BY THE MINISTRY FOR HOME AFFAIRS, SECURITY AND
EMPLOYMENT, PR251071en 17/06/2025],
https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/DOI/Press%20Releases/Pages/2025/06/17/pr25107 1¢

Date of development

17.06.2025

Country

Malta

Thematic area(s)

Access to procedures and non-refoulement, Return
Development type

Practice

© European Union Agency for Asylum, 2026. Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged.
Document generated on 14-09-2026
For more information, please contact: ias@euaa.europa.eu 1



https://dip.euaa.europa.eu/developments/malta/minister-responsible-migration-and-asylum-attends-council-meeting-luxembourg
https://dip.euaa.europa.eu/developments/malta/minister-responsible-migration-and-asylum-attends-council-meeting-luxembourg
https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/DOI/Press%20Releases/Pages/2025/06/17/pr251071en.aspx
mailto:ias@euaa.europa.eu

