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Lithuania appeals before the International Court
of Justice against Belarus for trafficking of
migrants

The complex legal process coordinated by the Ministry of Justice, which began in
2022 and in which the Ministry of the Interior, the State Border Guard Service,
and the Migration Department actively participated, has reached an important
milestone - Lithuania officially appealed to the International Court of Justice
against Belarus.

This lawsuit seeks to hold the Belarusian regime accountable for organizing large-
scale illegal migration, which posed a threat to human lives and violated
international obligations.

The case concerns violations of the United Nations Protocol against the
Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air.

The main demands raised in Lithuania's lawsuit are to recognize Belarus'
responsibility for violations of international law and to compensate for the
financial and reputational damage caused.

Source(s)

e Ministry of Interior | Lietuvos Respublikos vidaus reikaly ministerija (19 May,
2025), Lietuva padave Baltarusijg | Tarptautinj Teisingumo Teismg uz
organizuotg, plataus masto ir neteisétg migranty gabenima [Lithuania has
taken Belarus to the International Court of Justice for organized, large-scale
and illegal trafficking of migrants, 19 May 2025],
https://vrm.Irv.It/It/naujienos/lietuva-padave-baltarusija-i-tarptautini-
teisingumo-teisma/
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Access to procedures and non-refoulement, Second instance determination,
Applicants with special needs, Victims of trafficking

Development type

Jurisprudence

© European Union Agency for Asylum, 2026. Reproduction is authorised, provided the source is acknowledged.
Document generated on 14-09-2026
For more information, please contact: ias@euaa.europa.eu 1



https://dip.euaa.europa.eu/developments/lithuania/lithuania-appeals-international-court-justice-against-belarus-trafficking
https://dip.euaa.europa.eu/developments/lithuania/lithuania-appeals-international-court-justice-against-belarus-trafficking
https://dip.euaa.europa.eu/developments/lithuania/lithuania-appeals-international-court-justice-against-belarus-trafficking
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/lietuva-padave-baltarusija-i-tarptautini-teisingumo-teisma/
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/naujienos/lietuva-padave-baltarusija-i-tarptautini-teisingumo-teisma/
mailto:ias@euaa.europa.eu

